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00 Introduction 

Letters to Young Preachers

A Class Commentary on 1, 2 Timothy and Titus

By Gary C. Hampton

Introduction

Paul’s Relationship to Timothy
The books of 1 & 2 Timothy are written to a young man who played a very special role in the life of Paul. To fully understand these books, we need to look at the life of this young man and his contact with the apostle.

Timothy was born to a Jewish mother, who believed, and a Greek father, who apparently did not believe (Acts 16:1). He received instruction about God from the scriptures at a young age from his mother, Eunice, and his grandmother, Lois (2 Timothy 1:5; 2 Timothy 3:15). His name means, "one who fears God."
Paul calls Timothy his "true son in the faith," which leads us to believe that he was one of his converts (1 Timothy 1:2; 2 Timothy 1:2). Paul may have first met him when he arrived in Lystra and Derbe on his first missionary journey (Acts 14:6-21). When Paul returned to that area as he began the second missionary journey with Silas, he found that the brethren from both Lystra and Iconium spoke well of Timothy. Paul chose him to be a helper in his various works for the Lord. To avoid criticism from the Jews, and because his mother was a Jew, Paul had Timothy circumcised (Acts 16:1-3).

Timothy was with Paul through Phrygia, Galatia and on into Macedonia. Timothy and Silas stayed in Berea while Paul went on to Athens because the crowd was being stirred up by the Jews who had come from Thessalonica (Acts 16:4-40; Acts 17:1-15). Though Paul sent for them from Athens, he immediately sent them out again to Thessalonica to encourage the brethren there and strengthen them in the faith. They next rejoined Paul at Corinth (1 Thessalonians 3:1-5; Acts 18:5). It is thought that both of the letters to Thessalonica were written from Corinth, and Timothy was the bearer of them to the church (1 Thessalonians 1:1; 2 Thessalonians 1:1).

During the third missionary journey, Paul continued to work in Asia while he sent Timothy and Erastus to Macedonia. Not long after that, Paul told the Corinthians that Timothy would likely come to them (Acts 19:22; 1 Corinthians 4:17; 1 Corinthians 16:10). They were together when the second letter was written to Corinth as well as the letter to the Romans (2 Corinthians 1:1; Romans 16:21). They were together on the trip through Greece, Macedonia and on into Troas (Acts 20:1-7). From that point forward, Acts is silent about Timothy. We do know that he was with Paul as he wrote the prison epistles (Colossians 1:1; Philippians 1:1; Philemon 1:1). It was Paul"s desire to send Timothy to Philippi to encourage the brethren and be able to give Paul a report. It is interesting to note the great trust he placed in this young preacher (Philippians 2:19-24).

Dating 1 & 2 Timothy
It seems likely that the first epistle to Timothy was written after Paul"s first imprisonment in Rome was over. The second epistle was during a second imprisonment. Acts only mentions the first imprisonment, but we can be fairly confident there was a second. Acts ends with Paul in custody but confidently preaching the gospel. Paul told Philemon to prepare a room for him, as if he soon expected to be released (Philemon 1:22). In contrast, Paul writes the second epistle to Timothy expecting to die in the near future (2 Timothy 4:6; 2 Timothy 4:9; 2 Timothy 4:21).

The first epistle was written to Timothy in Ephesus, where Paul had placed him to work with the church (1 Timothy 1:3) The second letter may also have been addressed to the same city since both 2 Timothy 1:15; 2 Timothy 1:18 hint at that location. A careful reading of both letters will cause one to feel that Paul was closely guiding the labor of this young preacher as he worked to build up the church.

Circumstances had changed by the time Paul wrote the second letter to Timothy. As he wrote, he was being held as a prisoner and soon expected to die. It appears that he was in Rome during the time of Nero"s severe persecution of the church. Thus, the letter would have been written between 64 and 68 A.D. Timothy appears to have been working in Ephesus

when this letter was sent. Paul wrote in hopes that Timothy would be able to join him. However, it is obvious Paul also wrote with the idea of encouraging Timothy to carry on in spite of the terrible persecution the church was enduring, and would endure. If Timothy did not reach Paul before he died, this letter surely must have encouraged him.

The Nature and Purpose of Paul’s Writing
The letters of 1 & 2 Timothy and Titus “are of the greatest interest, for no letters in the New Testament give such a vivid picture of the growing Church. In them we see the problems of a Church which is a little island of Christianity in a sea of paganism; and in them we see as nowhere else the beginnings of the ministry of the Church” (Barclay, ix). As Bruce Stewart noted, Paul wrote the letters to Timothy and Titus like a father might write a letter to his son. Stewart also says Paul had the purpose of expressing affection and appreciation, while charging them personally with rebuking false doctrine, reminding brothers and sisters of basic teaching, living as examples, using their gifts to teach others, guarding their relationship to God, holding the pattern of sound words and remaining cool in volatile situations (pp. 1-2).

Bibliography

Barclay, William. The Letters to Timothy, Titus and Philemon . Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 1960.

Coffman, James Burton. Commentary on I & II Thessalonians, I & II Timothy, Titus and Philemon. Austin: Firm Foundation Publishing House, 1978.

Guthrie, Donald. The Pastoral Epistles . Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1957.

Lipscomb, David. A Commentary on the New Testament Epistles, Volume V . J. W. Shepherd, editor. Nashville: Gospel Advocate Company, 1942.

Roberts, J. W. Letters to Timothy . Austin: Sweet Publishing Company, 1964.

Roberts, J. W. Letters to Titus, Philemon, and the Epistle of James. Austin: Sweet Publishing Company, 1962.

Spain, Carl. The Letters of Paul to Timothy and Titus . Austin: Sweet Publishing Company, 1970.

Stewart, Bruce. A Call to Faith: An Exegetical Commentary on 1 & 2 Timothy and Titus. Mobile: Southeastern Press, Inc., 1996.

Vine, W. E. An Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words . Old Tappan, New Jersey: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1940.

01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1-2
Greetings
As in most of the letters of the first century, Paul opens by introducing himself. He probably identifies himself as an apostle to stress that this is not just a personal letter but one intended to further the cause of Christ at God"s direction, or commandment. One record of God"s commandment to Paul can be found in Acts 26:16-18. He was to carry forth the word of God, who sent his Son to save the world from sin (John 3:16-17; 2 Corinthians 5:19). That Son is both Lord, or master; Jesus, or the one who would save his people from their sins; and Christ, or God"s anointed king. Certainly, he is also the source of our hope (1 Timothy 1:1; Romans 5:1-2).

Timothy can be described as Paul"s true child in the faith because there was nothing fake about his conversion. Paul was not ashamed to commend this loyal soldier of Christ to the churches (Philippians 2:19-24; 1 Corinthians 16:10-11). The word grace was a form of the Greek greeting, while peace was the Hebrew greeting. In the Christian context, they are especially meaningful since we are saved by God"s grace and that brings a special inner peace to our lives. Without God"s mercy, we could not be saved since we were rebellious sinners with no means of saving ourselves (1 Timothy 1:2; Ephesians 2:8-10; Ephesians 2:4-5; Philippians 4:7).

Verse 3-4
Charging Others to Teach No Other Doctrine
The word "urged" carries the idea of pleading or begging, according to Spain. It is an encouraging word that leaves the person with a sense of dignity. Timothy needed to stay in Ephesus while Paul went on to Macedonia because some urgently needed to be instructed to preach only the doctrine of Christ.

Remember, Paul had warned the Ephesian elders of the coming of false teachers (Acts 20:28-32). They also needed to be warned not to pay attention to false stories and constant searching through genealogies (Titus 1:14; 2 Peter 1:16). The result of looking at such false stories and tracing lineage back to Abraham led only to disputes. Lipscomb says that Herod the Great destroyed the genealogies because he could not trace his line back to Abraham. God kept the lines clear until the true Savior came. Now, one could come claiming to be the savior but could have no clear proof. Instead of that which tore down, Paul would have Timothy urge them to the study of things that would produce godly edifying and thus enhance their faith (1 Timothy 1:3-4).

Verses 5-7
Sound teaching will produce three desired results.
First, there will be love, in the sense of a desire for the ultimate good of others. This will come from a cleansed heart, not outward ceremonial cleansings.

Second, there will be a good conscience that is well trained in God"s will. 

Third, there will be a faith without hypocrisy. The false teachers at Ephesus had missed the mark of the true faith and involved themselves in empty talking. These teachers wanted the respect that was always given to true teachers of the law of Moses, but they did not understand its ultimate purpose (Galatians 3:19-25). Their failure to understand the law"s purpose caused them to miss out on the true glories of the gospel of Christ (1 Timothy 1:5-7).

Verses 8-11
Understanding the Purpose of the Law
Paul was not saying that the law was not from God or that it did not fulfill a very important part of his purpose. It was the law that taught man he was a sinner. The law was holy but man could not live up to the perfection it demanded (Romans 7:7-12). Further, there was not a provision for the removal of sin under the law. Thus, the law of Moses had to be called the law of sin and death (Hebrews 10:1-4; Romans 8:2). Paul then went on to show what the false teachers failed to understand about the law. The law was not made for the man dead to the law and freed from sin (Romans 7:1-4; Romans 5:6-11). Its purpose was to reveal sin to man and make him realize the exceeding sinfulness of it (Romans 3:20; Romans 7:13).

The first four specific sins Paul lists that are condemned by the law obviously refer to violations of the first four of the ten commandments which deal with a man"s relationship to God. The next sins Paul lists are extreme violations of the last six of the ten commandments. Not only was the law a rule for the worst of the criminals, but it also dealt with more every day situations that led to a man going against sound teaching. All of those sins would be condemned not only by the law of Moses but also by the glorious good news our great and blessed God committed to Paul. He had to preach it so man could realize the danger of sin and turn to God for help (1 Timothy 1:8-11).

Verses 12-17
Thanking God for His Gracious Gift No one understood the impact of sin on his life like the apostle Paul did (Romans 7:24-25). Grateful for the salvation afforded him through Christ and the opportunity to tell others about it, the apostle burst into praise. The word "enabled" suggests a giving of strength, which Paul appropriately attributes to Christ

(Philippians 4:13). In his life before Christ, Paul spoke against the Son of God and his church, or blasphemed. He also persecuted the body of Christ, even to cities outside of Jerusalem (Acts 22:4-5; Acts 26:9-11). Coffman says the word "insolent" describes "a person who takes a savage personal delight and a malicious enjoyment in the afflictions inflicted upon another." With this rising tide of charges against him, Paul surely felt he was in a hopeless state, but God gave him mercy. Sin had blinded him to the point that he believed he was doing the very works God would have him to do (1 Timothy 1:12-13; Acts 23:1).

God"s grace is only in Christ, where we also find the source of our faith and love. Just as much as Paul"s sin abounded, just so God"s grace abounded (Romans 5:20). Here was a man who had violently opposed Christ and his cause, yet Jesus came to save him. It is completely true that Jesus came into the world to save sinners (Luke 1910; Matthew 9:12-13). We ought to totally accept the idea that Jesus came to save sinners. By saving the terrible persecutor of his body, Jesus said to all lesser sinners that he would save them, too. Paul became God"s example of just how far his mercy could go. Guthrie says the word "pattern" presents two ideas to us. It "may be understood either as an outline sketch of an artist, or as a wordillustration expressing an author"s burning purpose."

Thus, all who follow Paul"s conversion should see God"s intent to save all sinners. This should cause us to believe on Christ with a look forward to eternal life through complete obedience (1 Timothy 1:14-16).

It is natural that one saved from such sins that he may have thought unforgivable would burst forth with thankful praise. In this expression of praise, we have an apt description of God. He is eternal, without beginning or end (Hebrews 13:8; Hebrews 7:1-3; Hebrews 7:20-25). He is immortal in that he will not die and invisible because he is a spirit (Exodus 3:14; John 4:24). There is only one God, not a plurality of them as the Greeks thought (1 Timothy 1:17; Ephesians 4:6).

Verses 18-20
Renewing the Charge to a Young Preacher
Next, the inspired apostle renews the charge he gave Timothy in verse 3. Paul wrote to this young man he loved as a son and committed to him, as one gives money to a bank, the preaching of the truth in the face of many opponents. We do not know what the prophesies concerning Timothy were, but they likely resembled those made concerning Barnabas and Paul (Acts 13:1-3). The seriousness of the Christian"s task can be seen in the numerous references to a war between Satan"s forces and God"s (1 Timothy 1:18; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5; Ephesians 6:10-17).

Once we have been trained in the faith, we should be able to follow our conscience. Paul says some failed to do as their conscience, which was directed by God"s truth, dictated and thus made a shipwreck of their faith. Spiritual death is the ultimate end of such unless they can be brought to repentance (2 Timothy 2:24-26).

Paul gave two examples of Christians whose spiritual lives were in ruins. He said he had delivered Hymenaeus and Alexander to Satan, which reminds us of 1 Corinthians 5:1-5. The purpose of delivering one to Satan is to save them in the day of judgment. In this case, these two had to learn not to speak against God and the truth. Hymenaeus may be the man who said the resurrection was already past (1 Timothy 1:19-20; 2 Timothy 2:17-18).

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-7
Praying for all Men
To be able to hold firm to the faith and teach it in the face of the opposition mentioned in the first chapter, Paul went on to urge Timothy to do certain things. A supplication is an entreaty to God to provide for a particular need. Prayers include petitions, expressions of thanks and adoration, according to Coffman. Spain says intercessions are an opportunity for the Christian to have an intimate talk with the King. Thanksgiving is an expression of gratitude. These various forms of prayer were to be offered up for all men. This may be difficult to receive, but it suggests we even need to approach God with a thankful attitude about our enemies and those who may persecute us (1 Timothy 2:1).

Few governments have ever treated Christians more cruelly than that of Rome, yet Paul said to pray for kings. God gave governments power so that anarchy would not prevail (Romans 13:1-7). Christians are also to pray for those in lower offices of government. If government functions well, we can live in peace and exercise godly and honest living. Both the prayers and the resulting peaceable life are in accord with the Lord"s will. If we are living true lives of godliness, we will be taking the gospel to all the world (Mark 16:15-16; Matthew 28:18-20). When we seize the extra opportunities afforded us during times of peace, more men get a chance to obey the gospel and fulfill God"s ultimate desire for all to be saved (1 Timothy 2:2-4).

Lipscomb notes the people of Paul"s day who believed in many gods also believed there were different gods for each nation. Thus, they could not pray to their god for the people of another nation. In Christ, we come to realize there is but one God over all men. So, we pray for all men to one God. A mediator is one who stands between two parties who are at odds with one another. In this case, man"s sin made him an enemy of God. Jesus came to the earth as a man so he could serve as mediator between God and man. We cannot go to God by any other since only Jesus has paid the price for sin and made it possible for man to approach the Father (1 John 2:1-2).

Jesus willingly gave himself as an offering for the sins of man (Matthew 20:28; John 10:17-18). The word "ransom" suggests Jesus gave himself in the place of man. Remember, sin brings death as natural payment (Romans 6:23). Jesus came at precisely the time God had planned for him to come (Galatians 4:4; Ephesians 1:4; Ephesians 1:10). Everything was in readiness for his coming. Because God is the God of all men and he will have all men to be saved, we should pray for all men (2:1, 4-5). The church’s love for souls originates out of that same background. Too, God"s desire to see all saved caused him to send Paul forth to proclaim the good news and give instructions that would cause the Gentiles to fully understand the truth (1 Timothy 2:5-7).

Verses 8-15
Instructions for Men and Women Concerning Worship
The words "I desire" suggest a strong desire that directs the actions of others. The word used for "men" here indicates the male of the species in direct contrast to women. It should also be noted that elders, deacons and preachers are not specifically designated as prayer leaders but all men. "Everywhere" seems to indicate public places. Remember, in John 4:21-24, Jesus indicated worship would not take place in one location but wherever it was in spirit and truth. Paul says one who lifts up his voice in prayer to God, particularly in public assembly, should have his hands dedicated to God"s service. Also, prayers are to be offered without violent feelings or a spirit that is ready to dispute with others over matters already settled by the Holy Spirit (1 Timothy 2:8).

Just as the men should be prepared for worship, so should the women prepare themselves. A woman can make herself attractive by wearing clothing that befits a woman dedicated to her Lord (compare 1 Peter 3:3-4). She should wear clothes which show respect for God and those around her, which is the idea behind the word “propriety.” “Moderation” suggests simplicity with self-restraint. Her clothing and hairstyle should not be filled with worldly trappings that call attention to one"s wealth. Instead, her godly actions should stand out to all who meet her. Her desire to be like God will shine through in the good works she does to his glory (1 Timothy 2:9-10; Matthew 5:13-16).

The apostle’s directions about “silence” are better understood in the A. S. V., which has Paul saying a woman should learn in “quietness." She is not forbidden to use her voice at all, but must avoid boisterous conduct that would lead to confusion in worship and prevent those assembled from being edified. Certainly, she can join in the singing and even participate in the classes, as long as she subjects herself because of God"s order of authority. Titus 2:3-5 makes it clear Paul is not opposing all teaching by women. Instead, we must note it is teaching men which would require her to exercise authority, or be the master over men, which is forbidden. Since Paul began in verse 8 with directions relating especially to prayer in public places, we assume these directions also are particularly for worship (1 Timothy 2:11-12).

Paul went on to give a scriptural reasons for the instructions regarding women and worship. First, God"s order of creation was man first and woman second (1 Corinthians 11:9). Second, is the sin committed in the Garden of Eden. Both Adam and Eve sinned, but Paul tells us the woman was deceived (Genesis 3:1-7). Paul is not suggesting the woman"s sin was worse than the man"s but the fact that she was deceived suggests she could be more easily led astray (1 Timothy 2:13-14).

The reference to woman being saved in childbearing is seen by Roberts to mean, "that childbearing is taken as the typical function of woman"s place as wife, mother, and keeper of the home. That woman will be saved, not by seeking man"s place but by keeping her own place in God"s scheme, which may well be summed up by "childbearing."" This is only true if she continues to exhibit self-control, obedient faith toward God, love for God and her fellow man and generally remains set apart to God"s service (1 Timothy 2:15).

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-7
Qualifications of Bishops
Paul turned from leadership in worship to leadership in the church. Men are not to be drafted into this work against their will but must desire this work. Spain says the word desire "means to long for or eagerly desire. Such desire and aspiration is commendable when it issues from a heart filled with love for Christ and his church." The bishop is an overseer or shepherd of God"s people, thus the same as pastor. In Acts 20:1-38, Paul called for the elders of the church in Ephesus in verse 17 but referred to their job as that of being bishops, or overseers, over the flock of God in verse 28. The office of bishop is not an honorary one but is referred to by Paul as a task. An elder does not have to be sinlessly perfect, but certainly should have a good reputation. The A. S. V. uses the words "without reproach" and Roberts says, "In the meaning of the original a man is blameless when no charge which had not been corrected can be brought against him." This qualification may actually refer to how a man meets the rest of the items listed.

A bishop must be a one-woman man, or one who has kept God"s marriage law. He must also be vigilant, or temperate, which suggests self control. This man must keep his desires in check as Paul told the Corinthians he had to keep his body under him (1 Corinthians 9:27). He further should be a sober-minded man, or one who knows how to be serious when such is called for. Good behavior implies a well-ordered outward life that reflects the inward Lordship of Christ. A man given to hospitality would be concerned about the needs of others (Matthew 25:31-46). He must be a man well acquainted with God"s word and ready to use it to the benefit of the flock of God (1 Timothy 3:1-2).

An elder cannot be a man who is addicted to the use of wine. Neither can he be a man with a quick temper that would cause him to strike someone in anger. Also, he cannot be a lover of money who would do anything for personal gain (; Colossians 3:5). A man who is "gentle" is sensitive to the feelings of others and ready to listen. Elders must not be argumentative or constantly seeking a word fight, which is the meaning of “quarrelsome.” A constant desire to possess those things that belong to others is not a characteristic desirable in elders (1 Corinthians 5:10).

Naturally, a man"s leadership experiences at home will play a crucial role in how he will lead the church. His children should respect and be subject to him. That the plural form "children" can be Biblically used of people with only one child is evident from a simple reading of Genesis 21:7. If one cannot direct his own family at home, how could he possibly be expected to direct the family of God (1 Timothy 3:3-5)?

An inexperienced Christian should not be considered for the office of bishop because he might fall prey to pride (1 Corinthians 13:4). A man who assumed too much self importance because he was selected as a leader by God"s people would find himself in the same condemnation as the devil (Revelation 20:10). Even those outside the body of Christ should recognize the potential elder as a good man. Non-members do not exercise authority in the church because of this statement. Instead, it recognizes our desire to reach the world and the fact that it will be hindered by our selecting leaders who are known as scoundrels to those we try to teach. The snare of the devil may either be a snare laid by him or the same one he fell into. In either case, it would lead to a bad result for the one in it (1 Timothy 3:6-7).

Verses 8-13
Qualifications of Deacons
By using the word "likewise," Paul made it clear that the qualifications of deacons are as important as those of elders. The word deacon comes from the original diakonos, which Vine says "primarily denotes a servant, whether as doing servile work, or as an attendant rendering free service." The word is used of Christ (Romans 15:8), his followers actions toward one another (Matthew 20:26), those who serve the church whether from an appointed office or as one who just loves the body (Romans 16:1; Philippians 1:1) and of various others. In this place, Paul obviously has an office in mind. These men must be serious and reverent. He must not say one thing when he means another or say different things to different people. He must not be a man addicted to, or having his mind occupied with, wine. Neither should he be one who is hungry for evil money, or money acquired in a dishonest way (1 Timothy 3:8).

Throughout the Old Testament period, the way of salvation was hidden from man, thus a mystery. That mystery is made known in the gospel of Christ. A man qualified to be a deacon will keep the faith so that his conscience is free from guilt. Like elders, deacons must be men who have passed the test of time as a Christian. This will enable him to assume the duties assigned him and not be found to have a charge against him that is not corrected (1 Timothy 3:9-10).

In 1 Timothy 3:11, the A. S. V. begins with the words, "women in like manner must," thus showing the true difficulty this verse presents. Is Paul speaking to a special class of women who work in the church or is he speaking to the wives of the deacons? If this is to the wives of deacons as the N. K. J. V. translates, why is there nothing to the wives of elders? Lipscomb believed there were some needs women in the church had that a man could not properly attend to. Coffman felt Paul would have called them by a special name if they were to have a special office. He notes that a wife could certainly effect the working of her husband and would play a vital role in his attending to the needs

of women. It seems to this author that the verse is written in too broad a sense to be directed to a special office but it may refer to women who attend to special needs of women without holding a special office. In any case, Paul says these women must be serious minded and avoid gossip, which can tear down the character of others. They must be trustworthy and not be given to excesses (1 Timothy 3:11).

God"s law for marriage is one woman for one man for life (Matthew 19:3-9). Men who would serve the church must respect that law. Notice that this qualification omits women as potential office holders. A man who cannot control his own family is not suited to hold a position of authority in the family of God. Men who use the office of a deacon well will be held in honor by their brethren and will have greater courage in furthering Christ’s cause (1 Timothy 3:12-13).

Verses 14-16
Personal Instructions to Timothy
Paul hoped he would soon be able to visit with Timothy in person about the organization of the church and actions of those who make it up. However, he knew travel was uncertain and plans could suddenly be changed. Timothy needed this information to carry out the charge he had from Paul. If he was delayed in coming, Paul wanted Timothy to know the things comprising proper behavior in the church. He described the church as God"s house or dwelling place (compare 1 Corinthians 3:5-17). The apostle may have also intended to represent the church as God’s family. The church is a dwelling place for a living God, which is in stark contrast to the dead gods many worshiped during Paul"s day. A pillar serves as undergirding or support. In this case, the church is said to support the truth, and, if we fail to do that, we fail in our primary mission (1 Timothy 3:14-15).

There can be no argument as to the great importance of the gospel, which is the mystery. It shows man the way to piety or reverence toward God. Jesus was God incarnate, that is, God in the flesh (John 1:1-3; John 1:14; Romans 1:3; Hebrews 2:14; Hebrews 5:7; 1 John 3:5; 1 John 3:8).

Jesus was declared by the Spirit to be righteous. This was done at his baptism (Matthew 3:13-17) and in his resurrection (Romans 1:4). Of course, the Spirit also declares his righteousness in all the words of the Bible which point to Christ as God"s Son. Angels attended to the Lord"s needs while he was here on earth (Matthew 4:11), so we might say they saw to his needs. Jesus" name has been and must be declared to all the nations, which certainly includes the Gentiles (Isaiah 2:1-4; Matthew 28:18-20; Colossians 1:23). Such preaching, received into honest hearts, has caused many to believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God (Acts 8:37). Christ"s ascension was the last great physical proof of his deity (1 Timothy 3:16; Acts 1:9-11; Mark 16:19; Luke 24:26; Luke 24:50-53).

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-5
The Coming Apostasy
Despite the fact that Jesus had been fully shown to be Lord, the Spirit plainly revealed to Paul a coming apostasy. At some time in the future, Paul said some would abandon or desert the sum of things believed by Christians. Instead, they would addict themselves to the teaching that leads men astray. This doctrine comes from evil spirits through the men who allow themselves to be used as their instruments (1 Kings 22:20-22). The teaching may be called the doctrine of demons in the same sense or it may refer to false teachings about demons. These false teachers would knowingly teach error. A hypocrite is one who plays a role or acts out a part. These false teachers would use their role playing to deceive others and lead them away from the truth. Like a man who builds up a callous through hard work, these teachers would consciously turn themselves away from the truth until they became hardened to it (1 Timothy 4:1-2; Ephesians 4:17-19).

Paul said those false teachers would forbid marriage and the eating of meats as a part of their false doctrine. Some had the belief that flesh was evil, which might have led to this erroneous teaching in the late first and early second century. In our own times, others have obviously followed the same course. Yet, God did not disallow marriage or the eating of meats (Hebrews 13:4; Mark 7:18-19). God made marriage because it was not good for man to be alone. He also made meat for man to eat. Any teaching contrary to this is in error (Genesis 2:18-25; Genesis 9:1-4). Man was forbidden to eat the blood of animals with the meat, but not the meat. Everything God created is good if it is used in a manner befitting God"s purpose. Of course, all things given by God should be received with thanksgiving and not be considered taboo. All things were made holy by God"s word in the creation (Genesis 1:4; Genesis 1:12; Genesis 1:17; Genesis 1:21; Genesis 1:25; Genesis 1:31). We set it apart for God"s service when we give thanks for it (1 Timothy 4:3-5).

Verses 6-11
A Good Minister of Jesus Christ
If Timothy presented lessons to the Ephesians that caused them to see the truths already presented, which included instructions on the dangerous false doctrine soon to arise, he would be a good minister. It is appropriate to designate one who teaches the gospel as a minister (Acts 6:4; Colossians 4:7). Also, we should observe that such ministers do teach and warn the brethren as well as proclaiming the good news to the lost. Paul and other faithful teachers had brought Timothy up on a diet of the faith and good teaching. Timothy had closely followed what he had learned and was therefore well qualified to teach others (1 Timothy 4:6).

Worldly stories created in the mind of man with no foundation in truth should be avoided. Instead, constant training and discipline should be used to lead the young preacher to a more God-like life. Care for the body is good in the short run because it enhances our physical health. In contrast, spiritual exercise intended to mold a life in accord with God"s will has the advantage of God"s care in this life and an eternal reward in the life to come (Romans 8:28-39). The apostle’s emphasis of godly exercise was trustworthy and should be accepted by all (1 Timothy 4:7-9).

The lasting value of godliness moved Paul to work hard like an athlete who is fatigued by a hard workout. Those who strive to be like God have their hope set on that God. In contrast to the false gods whose idols would have been a familiar sight of that day, Paul emphasized the true God is alive. It was God"s desire and Jesus" intent to save all men (; Luke 19:10), but salvation is particularly for believers. One who truly believes will be obedient (Matthew 7:21-27; John 3:16; 36 A. S. V Hebrews 5:8-9). Using the imagery of an army, Paul instructed Timothy to “command” the things he had set forth. The commander issues a command, and it is passed through the ranks. Thus, the minister is one who passes on the commands of Jesus the commander of the Christian army (1 Timothy 4:10-11).

Verses 12-16
Take Heed to Yourself and the Doctrine
Roberts points out that Paul was an aged man by the time he wrote this letter. Also, priests did not begin their work until age 30 and elders were not less than 50 years old. Thus, Timothy, perhaps now between 30 and 40, is still considered a youth. Rather than letting people despise his relatively young age, Timothy was told by Paul to be an example of a true believer in Christ. He would do this in watching the things he said and the way he conducted himself. He was also to be careful to display true love (John 13:34-35) and complete trust in God. In general, he was to keep his life free from sin (1 Timothy 4:12).

While Paul was in the process of trying to come to Timothy, he instructed the younger evangelist to pay close attention to what was being read, with a special emphasis likely being placed on what was read from the pulpit or in assemblies. Exhortation is encouragement to do the things one has heard the scriptures direct. Teaching is instruction that educates as to the meaning of what has been read. It seems, after reading 2 Timothy 1:6, that Paul may have laid his hands on Timothy at the same time the elders did. If so, the gift mentioned here could be miraculous. However, it does not have to be miraculous since Romans 12:3-8 lists some things called gifts which do not have to be miraculously given. In fact, in this context, it appears that Paul is calling the duties Timothy has to fulfill a gift. His work may have been prophesied, like the work of Paul and Barnabas was prophesied (Acts 13:1-3). Then the elders" hands would be laid on him to set him apart for the work (1 Timothy 4:13-14).

Paul told him to give diligence and apply himself fully to the task that was before him, much like we say certain men live to hunt or fish. When a preacher makes preaching his life, his growth will be evident to all. Timothy was to pay close attention to the way he lived as well as the things he taught. Just as the elders from Ephesus were first to watch out for their own spiritual condition and then the spiritual condition of the flock they oversaw, a good preacher must first see to it that he lives the Christian life before he tells others how to live. By thus watching how he lived and the way he taught, Paul assured Timothy he could save himself and those who heard his teaching (1 Timothy 4:15-16).

05 Chapter 5 

Verse 1-2
Relating to Christians like Family
Lipscomb says Paul, "admonishes Timothy not to rebuke or speak harshly to the aged men; but, if they commit wrong instead of reproving them in a censorious manner, entreat kindly or beseech them to turn from the wrong as a son would his father." Younger men that did wrong were to be approached in love as one would approach his brother (1 Timothy 5:1).

The church is a family, so older women who sinned were to be approached with the love and respect one would show his mother. Also, the younger women should be given the loving concern one would give his sister. No impure thought should be in mind when a preacher admonishes younger sisters (1 Timothy 5:2).

Verses 3-7
Various Types of Widows
True widows were not to be embarrassed because the church refused to provide for their physical needs and left them in poverty. They should be shown respect and given the temporal relief they need. As will be seen, widows in deed were those who did not have children or close relatives who should provide for them. Children and grandchildren should be taught the proper love and care for their widowed mothers and grandmothers. By providing for needy mothers, children are repaying, in part, the years of loving care given to them while they were helpless children unable to face the world alone (1 Timothy 5:3-4).

The widow indeed is the one who has no relatives to support her and is in need. She has set her hope on God and turns to him regularly in prayer. In contrast to the widow worthy of the church’s support, Paul described a widow who gave herself to the pursuit of worldly pleasures. Such a widow would be trying to support a physical body which housed a spiritual corpse. The apostle wanted all these teachings presented to the church so there would be no avenue for reproach to be brought upon God"s people (1 Timothy 5:5-7).

Verses 8-16
Providing for Christian Widows
Children and grandchildren who did not care for their widowed mothers or other close relatives who might even have lived in their own houses denied the faith. In fact, they were worse than unbelievers because they did not show honor for God by properly honoring their parents. Any Christian can and should be cared for if they are truly in need (Galatians 6:10). However, Paul had in mind a list of widows who should be cared for by the church on a regular basis until their death. To be on this list, a widow had to be at least 60 years old and have been faithful to God"s marriage law. She might have been previously widowed and remarried, but she could not have lived with more than one husband at a time. She should have been known for her good works, such as, her rearing of children, receiving guests into her home and giving them lodging (Acts 16:15), washing the feet of weary saints at the end of a hard day"s travel, feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, giving water to the thirsty, visiting those sick and in prison and generally being involved in good works (1 Timothy 5:8-10).

The meaning of 1 Timothy 5:11 is somewhat difficult to ascertain. However, it surely does not mean it is wrong for a widow younger than 60 to remarry, as coming verses will clearly indicate. It may be that widows enrolled to be permanently cared for by the church made a pledge to work for the Lord. Paul was concerned the desires of younger widows might eventually rage out of control, which is the meaning of the word “wanton.” Their embarrassment over being on the permanent role and a desire to get married might lead them to marry a pagan and be disloyal to their confession of Christ and submitting to him in baptism (compare 1 Corinthians 7:39).

Younger widows would almost certainly still have the energy to care for a home and family. If the church put them on constant support, they would have a tendency to become lazy, wander from house to house, carry idle stories that were destructive either because they were false or because they only served to tear down the character of others and look into things of others that were none of their business. So, the apostle said it was better for the younger widows to marry a Christian man, bear children and care for a household in general. While a man goes about the daily business of earning a living, a woman is directing the affairs at home. Thus, she is said to rule because she is in control of the things that go on there. Of course, she would still love her husband and be subject to him, but someone has to make decisions at home. Thus, she would stay busy doing a good work and give no opportunity to Satan by involving herself in the things described as being brought on by idleness (1 Timothy 5:12-14).

Apparently they had already seen some fall prey to the ways of the devil and bring reproach upon the church. Perhaps the directions of verse 8 would have, by themselves, allowed some women to feel they had no obligation toward their widowed mothers and grandmothers. Just in case, Paul went on to plainly state that the Christian woman has the same obligation as the man in Christ (1 Timothy 5:15-16).

Verses 17-22
Giving Proper Honor to Elders
Elders rule, or direct the affairs of the church, under the chief shepherd, Jesus Christ (1 Peter 5:1-5). They should not be forced to earn their living as well. Any elder who did a good job in tending the flock would be worthy of double honor and especially those who also were involved in preaching and teaching the word. Remember, we saw in 1 Timothy 5:3 that the word “honor” suggests respect and temporal relief. Paul goes on to cite Deuteronomy 25:4 to prove elders should receive pay. The same verse was used by Paul in reference to a preacher"s right to be supported in the preaching of the gospel (1 Corinthians 9:1-14). Clearly, it could be said elders are worthy of financial support when they labor as overseers of the flock (1 Timothy 5:17-18).

Anyone in a position of leadership is subject to criticism. Paul made it plain that the man of God is not to listen to those who would accuse an elder of sinful actions, unless the incident can be confirmed by two or three witnesses. Actually, this is the respect which is due any brother (Matthew 18:15-17) and it is certainly due an elder. When a leader is found in sin, he must be rebuked just like any other member. Rebuking a leader shows that all are equal under Christ and should cause all Christians to fear violating God"s will. Paul solemnly charged Timothy in the presence of God, Christ and the faithful angels who serve God.

Remember, some angels were involved in rebellion (Jude 1:6; 2 Peter 2:4). Other references make it clear that angels observe things going on in the church and with Christians (Luke 15:10; Hebrews 1:14; 1 Corinthians 4:9). Since God is no respecter of persons, anyone who is hearing charges against one of His people should also be unbiased (Acts 10:34). The man of God cannot afford to favor someone just because they are good friends or are part of the same clique. In fact, he should not become a part of a clique for that very reason (1 Timothy 5:19-21).

One can lay hands on a man because he is accused (Acts 4:3). This could be a reference to accusations against an elder, in which case, the latter part of the verse would go on to require Timothy to go ahead and rebuke those who had been fully proved to be in sin. However, the laying on of hands may also refer to the appointment of elders (compare Acts 13:3; 1 Timothy 4:14; 2 Timothy 1:6). It was certainly the job of an evangelist to appoint elders in every church (Titus 1:5).

If this is the meaning here, the last part of the verse would indicate the process of selecting elders should be carefully carried out. Timothy would not want to have been a part of placing a man in the office of a bishop who was wicked when such could have been known if the time to check things out had have been allowed (1 Timothy 5:22).

Verses 23-25
Further Instructions Concerning Proper Christian Conduct
There can be no doubt that Timothy refrained from drinking any wine, because of what the apostle wrote to him in 1 Timothy 5:23. Paul urged him not to go to the extreme of refusing wine as a medicine when he was sick. Apparently, in an effort to keep himself pure, as Paul enjoined, Timothy had drunk water only (R.S.V.). However, Paul permitted the use of wine as a medicine for stomach trouble.

Some men"s sins are quite evident because they openly participate in them. Others sin quietly so that it is very hard to ascertain the type of character they really have. Similarly, the good works of some men are seen by all around them. When one does involve himself in wickedness, even secretively, it will be seen in time (1 Timothy 5:24-25).

06 Chapter 6 

Verse 1-2
There were millions of slaves in the Roman empire at the time Paul wrote this letter. Those converted to Christ were urged to be good servants giving proper respect to their masters. If they were offered their freedom, they should certainly take it and only be a slave to the Lord (1 Corinthians 7:21-24). If they remained in a man"s service, they should submit to their masters as to the Lord (Colossians 3:22-24). Some might think of making their work look good on the surface while in reality doing a half-hearted job, but Christians serve the Lord in everything they do (1 Timothy 6:1; Ephesians 6:5-8).

It was possible for a Christian to be a master of slaves, as in the case of Philemon (Philemon 1:8-16). Further, he might have slaves who became Christians, as in the case of Onesimus. Such slaves might reason that we are all one in Christ and there is neither bond nor free (Galatians 3:28). In the spiritual sense, they would have been correct, but spiritual relations do not change physical relations entirely. Wives must still be subject to their own husbands and slaves must be subject to their masters. Now, as Paul went on to say, it should be a greater joy to work under someone and benefit them through your service because a fellow Christian, brother, receives the good from the work you perform (1 Timothy 6:2).

Verses 3-5
The Identity and Teaching of False Teachers
False teachers can be identified through their teaching, which is different from the true words of Jesus. Any modification of Christ"s teaching makes it different and unacceptable in God"s eyes (Galatians 1:6-9). Paul uses the word "wholesome," which is similar to our word “healthy,” to describe spiritually healthy words about Jesus which would urge the hearers to godliness. In contrast, the false teacher is so conceited as to believe his reasoning and words are better than the Lord’s. In reality, he does not know anything he needs to know. The false teacher’s greatest pleasure was not in teaching the truth but in arguing about words and questions with which the Lord had not dealt.

Unfortunately, that kind of discussion only leads to envy, angry contention, speaking evil of others and sick imaginations of minds weakened by sin. Such discussions also lead to incessant quarreling and bad feelings that go on and on. Once one has corrupted the word of God it is easy to go on and allow one"s own mind to be corrupted. They had possessed the truth but had allowed their own speculations and arguing to rob them of the truth. They then began to preach things that would produce great personal wealth without regard to the truth. They called their preaching godliness only to make the best possible profit (1 Timothy 6:3-5).

Verses 6-10
The Truth About Riches
Paul said being God like and content with the state in which one finds himself leads to the richest rewards (Philippians 4:11-12). Jesus urged his followers to seek the best interests of God and his kingdom first and all the material things they truly needed would be provided (1 Timothy 6:6; Matthew 6:25-34).

Those who spend their lives trying to amass a material fortune will be disappointed to find that none of those things can be taken to the grave or beyond. Babies enter the world with nothing, not even clothes, and everyone leaves the world as he came. Any blessings God gives us beyond food and clothing are beyond our basic needs and should be received with thankfulness (1 Timothy 6:7-8).

Those who seek material wealth are like an animal in a trap. Instead of wanting what is best for them, they lust after things that will ultimately only bring them hurt. Seekers of material wealth are compared by Paul to a swimmer tired of fighting the current who is at last pulled under to his death. In the end, his uncontrolled desires will lead to the utter ruin of body and soul (1 Timothy 6:9).

After observing the previously mentioned facts, it is no wonder that Paul said the love of money is the root of all evil. Those who devote all their efforts to this god will invariably leave the faith of Christ behind and will find themselves with a painful conscience from all the wrong they did to get more while at the same time feeling miserable because they do not possess even greater wealth (1 Timothy 6:10).

Verses 11-16
Confessing the Good Confession
The man devoted to God"s service will run away from material greed and pursue God"s will. He will display reverence toward God, trust in God"s word by obeying his will, show love for God and others in all his pursuits, endure difficulties with God at his side, and maintain a gentle spirit. To accomplish all this, one will have to be ready to carry on the struggle against Satan and selfish desires constantly (1 Corinthians 9:27).

Though already saved from past sins (Acts 2:38), the Christian must remain true to his calling if he would receive the ultimate salvation in heaven. The call goes out to all but is only answered by those who would obey the Lord (Matthew 11:28-30; Romans 8:28; John 14:15; 1 John 5:3; Acts 22:16). When confession is so closely tied to teachings about salvation, it must have reference to the confession of Christ as God"s Son which is made at baptism (1 Timothy 6:11-12; Acts 8:37).

Paul went on to remind Timothy of the seriousness of living the Christian life. After all, God, the one who sustains life, is watching and so is Jesus. Jesus made the confession that he was the Son of God in the face of death itself (John 18:36-37). Just as Jesus confessed his Sonship in front of Pilate, though it endangered his life, Timothy was to keep confessing Jesus as God"s Son and the one to be obeyed. To do this, his life should be free from sins that would put a blot on the name of the Lord. This is to be done until the Lord appears again, which he and other messengers from God had foretold (John 14:1-6; Acts 1:11; Hebrews 9:28). Just as Jesus was born at the time appointed by God, he will come again at the time God has appointed (Matthew 24:36). The description "King of kings and Lord of Lords" could be used of the Father or the Son without doing damage to either the text or the truth (1 Timothy 6:13-15; Deuteronomy 10:17; Daniel 2:47; Revelation 17:14; Revelation 19:16).

Jesus has immortality from the Father and is the only source of it for us (Romans 6:9; John 5:21; John 5:26). He now dwells in heaven and cannot be physically approached by any man. He has never been seen by man as sovereign God, though he did come to earth and take the form of a man (Philippians 2:5-8). He is due respect because of his eternal power (1 Timothy 6:16).

Verses 17-19
Instructions for the Rich
Paul gave the young preacher special instructions to pass on to the rich. First, they should not be overly proud of their wealth because riches are temporary and can disappear in short order (Matthew 6:19-21). Second, they should place their trust in God who is actually the source of all that we have (Acts 17:24-26). It is a temptation for the rich to believe they have earned all they have, but Paul makes it clear God is the source of our blessings (1 Timothy 6:17; compare Philippians 4:19; Mark 10:29-30).

Christians, especially rich ones, are to be ready to do good when the opportunity presents itself (Galatians 6:9-10). The greatest happiness comes not in material wealth but in being rich in doing good for others. Rich Christians should be anxious to distribute to the needs of those around them and even to send, or communicate, to those missionaries or others in need far away. Instead of hoarding up physical wealth, they should focus on doing good deeds that will in effect be laying up a foundation for them in eternity. Eternal life

is the true and lasting life (1 Timothy 6:18-19).

Verse 20-21
Closing Thoughts
Paul closed his letter with the appeal of a father to his son. He asked him to protect the truth entrusted to his care. He especially asked him to refuse the so-called knowledge of the false teachers, which was in reality just a bunch of empty talk. Others who had joined the false teachers in their error had turned aside from the revealed will of God. Paul"s closing prayer for Timothy was that the grace of God would be with him (1 Timothy 6:20-21).

